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During these forty days we have prepared ourselves 
with fasting, sacrifice, and prayer, in order to unite 
our lives in the sacrifice of Christ. Today, we have 
heard the story of His Passion, as a sign of God's love 
for us. On the Cross, an inexhaustible love, in mercy 
and salvation, was revealed to us. 

The cross is a symbol of trust and love. Jesus 
reconciles us with God, His Father, and through the 
cross, Jesus forgave our sins, healed us, and prepared 
for us a way to salvation. The prophet Isaiah describes it as follows: “Jesus 
endured our sufferings and endured our pains. He was killed without guilt 
so that all of us, who believe in Him, have eternal life.” 

The sufferings of Christ in His passion are our strength in the walk of life. 
This life is sometimes tired from the daily work and responsibilities. Other 
times, we are exhausted by illnesses and personal and family problems. 
Some people suffer the cross of loneliness. Christ is our strength to 
understand suffering as a means that redeems us and sanctifies us from our 
sins. 

Let us offer our lives to the Lord, so that everything we do and believe 
becomes a means for our salvation and an encounter with Jesus. On the 
Cross, we contemplate Jesus with His arms open. Jesus desires in His heart 
to reach us all and eliminate from us all selfishness, vanity, and pride. 
Contemplating Christ in His passion helps us to transform and to renew 
our faith. Christians must live with their hope in a God who seeks us with 
kindness and embraces us with His forgiveness. 

This holy week is an opportune time to meditate for our salvation. Set 
aside a quiet moment and allow God to speak to your heart, in order to 



 

discover what God wants from you. In this Holy Week, Jesus continues 
inviting us as mentioned in Mark:  

Whoever wants to come with me should deny himself, 
carry his cross, and follow me. 

Mark 8:34 

Christ offers a kingdom, but it is not an easy road. It is necessary to join 
Him on a journey on the road to the Cross. Today, the way to the cross is 
marked by indifference, by persecution, and sometimes we even reject our 
belief in Christ. As Christians, we know that when we respond to His call, 
we discover the true meaning of suffering and death. We must prepare our 
lives to meet with the resurrected Christ, who is the conqueror of sin and 
death. 

Our commitment on this holy week is to be witnesses to the love and 
mercy of God on the Cross. Christ on the Cross represents His compassion 
with those who are suffering and a source of life for all those who believe 
in Him. Christ on the Cross has opened the doors for us to enter into 
heaven and we are all invited to share it with Him. Let us make, in our 
faithful practices this Holy Week, a path to reconciliation and communion 
with Christ. 

Let us ask the Lord Jesus, in this Holy Week, to give us the opportunity to 
offer our sacrifices and join, in solidarity, with those who are suffering, as 
Christ has shown it with His example on the Cross. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Fr. Rito’s Homilies are on our parish website:  
www.EmmausParish.org. 
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