
 

Fr. Rito’s Homily 
Third Sunday of Lent, March 4, 2018 
 God has never ceased communicating with us, because He loves us. God’s nearness was manifested to us in many occasions through His covenants. God established a covenant with the people of Israel: First with Abraham, then with Noah and later with Moses. When the people of Israel were enslaved in Egypt, God through Moses, freed them and established a covenant with His people; "I shall be your God and you shall be my people.” God, as creator of His people, gave them the Ten Commandments, from which the people must maintain their relationship with God. God provided the Ten Commandments, as universal laws, so that we all have a holy and perfect life in relationship with God and our brothers and sisters.  The Ten Commandments are divided into two parts: the first three commandments teach us our duties with God: God asks us to love Him, honor His name, and sanctify His presence among us. In the rest of the commandments, God reveals our duties to our neighbors. If we keep the first three commandments, we will have an intimate relationship with God and we will be able to practice respect, love, and the generosity of God, with others.  The people of Israel are the chosen people of God, who were liberated from the enslavement in Egypt, crossed the desert, and established in the Promised Land. Israel, as a people of God, preserved the tradition of celebrating the Passover feast every year, as a memorial of thanksgiving, for what God has done for the people. All Jews were required to attend the temple each year, including those who were foreigners. The temple was the central place to worship God, symbolized as the house of prayer, remembering the covenant of God with his people. Unfortunately, this spirituality has been lost, because religious leaders have used the temple as a place of business and not for prayer.  Jesus, who represents God on earth, when he entered the temple, expelled the merchants with His whip and reminded them that His Father's temple is only for prayer. Jesus is upset, because the Jews have desecrated the temple. Now, the temple is not the holy place to share the prayers, the service, and the generosity of God. Rather, the temple has been transformed into a place of exploitation and abuse.  



 

Religious leaders react and consider Jesus as a rival. They question Jesus and demanded a signal, which authored Him to perform that action. Jesus responds by offering the sign of His own body. “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” Jesus was speaking about his body as the temple and not the structural temple. With Jesus, God established a new covenant, so that we can practice His commandments. Jesus is the living temple, symbolized as the spiritual place for all mankind. Jerusalem was a sign of communion for the Jews. Jesus, a new temple, is a spiritual communion for all the people and all the nations.  Jesus said: "When you see the Son of Man on the tree of the cross, everyone will believe that it is I".  Jesus on the cross demonstrated service and love so that we can do the same. The Church, as the new people of God, is reunited around Christ as a living temple and as members of His body with a unified purpose: we share the same bread in each Eucharist that we celebrate.  To understand the mystery of love revealed in Christ, St. Paul invites us to believe in the crucified Christ, from whom we are receiving strength and the wisdom of God. Our commitment in this third week of Lent is:  First, love and be faithful to God, with my thoughts and actions, each day.  Second, recognize that through our baptism we are the temple of God. This commits us to take care of our life and the lives of others. We all have the responsibility for the goodness of the other, regardless of race, color or nation.  Third, may God open our hearts to understand His commandments, and joined in the wisdom of the cross, we can be freed from selfishness, and through the grace of His Holy Spirit, become as living temples of His presence in our community. Let us live our faith with simplicity and humility.  May God give us the opportunity to honor His name in our relationships, considering others as our true brothers and sisters, in the communion of the same faith.   
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