
Emmaus Catholic Parish Pastoral Council 

Minutes from the January 27, 2016 Meeting 

1. The Pastoral Council (PC) meeting was called to order at 6:15 p.m. with an opening prayer by Fr. Samuel Hose. Present: Fr. 

Samuel Hose, Stacy Barna (Chair), Shane Walsh (Vice Chair), Joan Wood (Recorder), Maria Soo, Sandra Gremp, Jane Heckler, 

Frank Cunningham, Lidia Martines. Absent: Kara King.    

The Agenda was reviewed, and, with noted amendments to the Nov. 30th Minutes, Shane made a motion to approve and Frank 

Cunningham seconded.  All were in favor.   

2. Open Forum – No parishioners were present to give comment. 

3. Guardian Angel Fund – Parishioner Tony Rodriguez spoke to the PC on the Guatemala Missions and the Guardian Angel Fund 

(GAEF). The Guardian Angel Fund is a 501(c) (3) organization. Donations are invested 100% in programs for the education of Maya 

Children. The GAEF’s mission is to provide scholarships, grants, teacher salary support, school supplies, and other educational 

needs to children most in need in Guatemala. Each year the GAEF sends board members and volunteers, at their own cost ($1200), 

to their projects in Guatemala. The Mission lasts approximately one week. Anyone 16 and older is invited to volunteer for this 

mission. Anyone under 18 years of age must be accompanied by a parent. The next orientation meeting is scheduled for February 

7th. 

4. Coffee & Donuts – Jane suggested there were a few problems with the Coffee and Donut Sundays. Some children are taking too 

many donuts at one time. Sometimes there are not enough cookies and donuts for all of the Masses. Also, crumbs are left on the 

Narthex carpet at the end of the last Mass.  Jane emphasized cleaning the carpet is expensive. She suggested coordinators and 

helpers be a little more firm in asking children to take only two cookies or donuts at a time and come back for more if desired. It was 

also suggested both sides of the Narthex be used to help better control the crowd. The vacuum cleaner is located in the closet 

inside the Sacristy and should be used at the end of the last Mass to remove crumbs from the carpet. All coffee condiments and 

napkins should be returned to the PLC after the last Mass. 

 5. Mobile Loaves & Fishes – Maria Soo 

Two additional Churches have been added to serve out of, making a total of three, St. John Neumann, Lake Hills Church, and St. 

Thomas Moore. Also, the Ladies of Charity will hopefully increase their financial support by $250. 

6. Facility Updates – The sound system vendor is still working on a design. Hopefully some of the work will be completed before 

Easter. To improve the lighting on the altar, Harry is changing some lights to LED’s and working on changing where the lights focus. 

7. Count On Me Appeal – Father Samuel 

Two large donations were recently received; it is hoped these funds would be used for a new Pastoral Center. A suggestion was 

made we name the building something different from Pastoral Offices, i.e., a name more appealing to parishioners. 

8. Gala – Stacy Barna 



Stacy Barna stated the Pastoral and Finance Councils contribute to the Gala in the form of a donation or a gift. PC members can 

attend, have their own table, join the Finance Council table, or send in an anonymous donation. The Lakeway store, Point Of Origin, 

will have a shopping day Thursday, February 25th, from 5 to 8 PM with 20% of sales that day going to Emmaus. 

9. Ministry Fair – Shane Walsh 

The Ministry Fair is Saturday and Sunday, January 30th and 31st at all the Masses. PC Members should be present, with name 

tags, to talk to parishioners. Tables will be set up in the Narthex with three ministries per table. Sign-up sheets will be kept at the 

tables and returned to the office at the end of the Fair for volunteer’s names to be added to The City in the groups in which they 

have expressed an interest. The City invitation cards will be with each ministry sign-up sheet. Regarding volunteers as Eucharistic 

Ministers, Father Samuel suggested he would send letters of invitation to Catholics in good standing rather than have any of us ask 

people to become Eucharistic Ministers. Stacy suggested having a table for the PC as nominations are coming up. It was suggested 

a table for The City be at the Fair to help people navigate the site. 

10. The meeting ended with a closing prayer by Father Samuel at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 


