
Emmaus Catholic Parish Pastoral Council 

Minutes from the October 22, 2014 Meeting 

 

1. The parish Council (PC) meeting was called to order at 6:17PM with an 
opening prayer by Fr. Hose.  

*Present: Stacy Barna (Chair), Kara King (Vice-Chair), Maria Soo 
(Recorder), Sandra Gremp, Don Walden, David Galvan, Fr. Hose. Absent: 
Lidia Martinez, John Gilluly, and Jane Heckler. 

*Motion to approve minutes from October 1st meeting from Don Walden 
and seconded by David Galvan. 

2. Open Forum – Input from Parishioners. None were present to give 
comment. 
 

3. Parish Survey Update – Fr. Hose 
 
*As of this meeting, 295 surveys have been turned in.  The deadline was 
extended to Sunday, October 26th.  Fr. Hose was going to make another 
push at Mass this weekend to encourage families to fill out the survey. 
He also encouraged us to continue to promote it on social media. 
 

4. Solar Panels – Stacy Barna and David Galvan 

*Proposal (efficiency study) from Freedom Solar Power was handed out. 
Recommendation was for the panels to be placed on portion of the roof 
that is facing south and for the area not to be shaded.   Best place for 
installation would be on the PLC not the sanctuary.  More efficient and 
would generate more power. Proposal for 13 years with option to buy out 
after 10 years. While under contract, it includes maintenance.  No 
upfront cost, would receive credit from Austin Energy and saving from 
solar energy that is produced. Solar power is used first, then the 
electricity.  First 11 years would be a wash as far as expenditure vs. 
savings, but if paid off in 11th year, significant savings are evidenced. The 
panels last and are warrantied for 30 years. Based on proposal, the 
environmental statistics show an annual carbon offset of 105.1 tons, 
which is the equivalent of 4,206 trees cleansing the air, 105.1 trees 
planted for life of the tree, 12.7 cars taken off the road and 10,839 
gallons of gas.  This appeals both fiscally as well as environmentally. 
Does not need to be tied to the new roofing. Would be better to place new 
roof on first. Cost benefit with purchase vs. leasing will need to be looked 



at as well.  Need to also consider which company will be utilizing. Will 
continue to look at this.  

5. Coffee and Donuts Follow-Up – Kara King 

*The Richards and Edwards families are in for helping out.  She is 
hoping to have at least 6 families helping out in this ministry.  Will be 
doing an announcement, but Kara wanted more information to share 
with these families. Several families have approached council members 
regarding current structure of Faith Formation.  Fr. Hose perfectly 
willing to make adjustments after receiving feedback from Sister Mary 
Lou on what works best for families, but will need to maintain 2 family 
accessible Masses in the morning. Another reason to complete the 
survey! Will not go back to previous Mass times. Many factors need to 
be considered, but Fr. Hose is totally open to change and trying to 
make this work best for families. Till then, Kara will put in a general 
notice to any family interested in helping out with probable launch 
after holidays.  

 6. Additional Items – Fr. Hose 

*Metal for the roof has been ordered. Permits have been submitted to 
the City of Lakeway and it will take a 2-3 week time period to issue 
permit.  Will be seeing work on the roof soon.  The color is medium 
bronze as it matches best with the wood.  It will be reflective as it will 
help with energy savings.  

*The reality of obtaining an associate pastor for the parish will likely be 
not until July.  The diocese is saying maybe January, but the likelihood 
looks more like July as the earliest possible time.  More vocations are 
needed! Fr. Hose will push for a new Deacon to assist specifically for the 
Hispanic community, but to reiterate, other parishes are in a similar 
situation.  

 7. Open Forum – Input from PC Members 

*Stacy Barna has heard from a member about the amount of chattiness    
during 5:00 Vigil Mass and it felt, to this person, more of a social hour.  
Not sure if this chattiness was occurring before or during Mass.  

*Kara raised concerns regarding food and gum during Mass. It’s the lack 
of respect and/or reverence that is disconcerting. Fr. Hose stated he can 
address Mass etiquette again in either his e-epistle or homily.   

*Don also brought up leaving off the cleaning portion of the 
announcement made by the choir before the final hymn is announced.  



Fr. Hose stated that though this doesn’t happen at every Mass, he 
concurred, as it seemed rather discordant. Maria will be bringing it up 
with John at choir rehearsal tonight.   

*Kara was also concerned about behavior while receiving Eucharist.  
Don suggested that perhaps EM receive a refresher course. Fr. Sam will 
address same with congregation in the New Year. 

*Kara gave update on the Autreys.  Steve is now needing a double 
transplant, both kidney and liver.  Will hopefully be on the list by the 
end of this month, placing him at top of list with the transplant 
occurring sometime early November.  Best chance 40%.  Prayers still 
very much needed. 

*Next meeting will be held in January 2015. Holiday party with PC and 
Finance Council to be held at Rectory, date TBD in early December. 

8. Fr. Hose gave the closing prayer and meeting was adjourned at 
7:15PM. 

ACTION ITEMS: 

1. Stacy to discuss with John when best date for holiday party. 
2. Stacy and David meet with focus group and Freedom Solar Power to 

discuss specifics.   


