
 

Fr. Rito’s Homily 
Fourth Sunday of Lent, March 11, 2018 
 On this fourth Sunday of Lent, we learn about the love of God for us. This truth of God is revealed, it is the one that console and strengthens us in our spiritual life.  Since the Old Testament, God has not ceased to reveal His love for us. God revealed patience and kind love to the people of Israel. God reveals His salvation of love to each generation, to all people and in each person who accepts in His life the will of God. Although the history of salvation is marked by infidelities, inconsistencies, and ingratitude, God is faithful in His love and to His promises of salvation. In this love, God continues to call us and if we allow Him to enter in our lives, He will receive us in His merciful arms.  The supreme revelation of God's love for us is in Christ, revealed in His sacrifice on the cross. In this love, the life of each one of us is united, in the life of the family, the spiritual life of the Church, and in the whole world. Jesus, in the dialogue with Nicodemus, summarizes the love of the Father with us. A love that redeems us and saves us. Christ on the cross, revealed the greatest of God, which, in reality, the human heart and mind would never be able to understand. God loves us with the heart of God.   St. John describes it with these words; "For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him might not perish but might have eternal life." Jesus himself applies the symbolism of the bronze snake raised in the desert. Jesus fulfills this, in His passion, His death and in His resurrection. All of us, who have been wounded by sin, Christ on the cross has healed and forgiven us. Jesus died, so that we might have eternal life. In the wilderness, the people of Israel rebelled against God and sinned. As a result of the sin, poisonous snakes appeared that bite them and they died. God allowed Moses to make a bronze serpent and be lifted up and all who looked at the bronze serpent were healthy. The same thing happens with Jesus. All of us, who look at Christ crucified on the cross, are healed of sin, if we repent our sins.  The serpent symbolizes evil and we have all been bitten by this serpent of sin, and only Christ can heal us. Christ is the only one who has the power to heal, change, and transform the hearts of the people. Christ is the supreme truth of love. Only those who have a humble 



 

heart can come to know the depth of his love. Our strength and truth is in the love of God. A love that is   unconditional, a love of freedom, a love that builds and renews the hearts of people. To correspond to this love of Christ, it is necessary to be faithful to Him, with our mind and our heart. Every time we fall into our selfishness, envy, jealousy, vanity, we impoverish the love of Christ in our lives.  Our commitments this week are: First: Work to be faithful to the love of God and love to our brothers and sisters, although sometimes it is difficult to do. Loving God is very easy, but loving your neighbor is more difficult. Jesus on the cross taught us that love triumphs over sin, violence, and death. Second: Center our life in the love and mercy of God. Before judging others, we must first remember the infinite love of God in our lives. A love that saves and does not condemn. The strength of Christ's love is in His forgiveness and his mercy. Third: To ask God for the gift of perseverance and strength, in the Lenten sacrifices, so that every day, we do goodness, as in the example of Christ, and renewed by His spirit, we can correspond to His love.  If you and I allow the love and mercy of Christ to reign in our lives, we will be free children, to love and to forgive. May the love of Christ, revealed on the cross, sanctify us and make us good children to do the will of God, each day.                 Fr. Rito’s Homilies are on our parish website:  www.EmmausParish.org. Reach Fr. Rito at fr_rito@EmmausParish.org 


