
 
Emmaus Catholic Parish Pastoral Council 
Minutes from the February 24, 2016 Meeting 

 
1. The Parish Council (PC) meeting was called to order at 6:20 PM with an opening prayer by Fr. 
Samuel. Present: Stacy Barna (Chair), Shane Walsh (Vice Chair), Joan Wood, (Recorder), Maria Soo, 
Sandra Gremp, Lidia Martinez, Frank Cunningham, Jane Heckler, Fr. Samuel, and Fr. Everardo. 
Absent: Kara King.   

*Agenda reviewed. Motion to approve January 27th Council Meeting Minutes from Shane Walsh and 
seconded by Stacy Barna. All were in favor.  

2. Open Forum for parishioners. None were present to give comment. 

3. Finance Council Quarterly Update – John Gilluly 

The Parish is well ahead of budget, both income and cash flow. John stressed this will change over 
time. There has not been much growth in attendance but considerable growth in offertory 
collections. At the moment, we are under budget for the Gala and over budget on profit. This will 
change as the Gala approaches.  

4. Count On Me Campaign – Fr. Samuel, Jane and John 

The Count On Me Campaign mailings will go out to parishioners later next week (week of March 1st). 
Fr. Samuel will speak on the campaign at all Masses the weekend of March 5th and 6th.  

5. Mobile Loaves and Fishes – Maria 

There are presently over 60 volunteers and 20 signed up for training. Matt Figlan, Director Of 
Mobile Loaves and Fishes at St. Thomas Moore spoke with Sister Elizabeth about a Social Justice 
type camp for young people to better understand what it is like to be homeless. The camp would be 
somewhat game oriented. 

6. Music Ministries – Maria 

There are changes to the Saturday night choir. The regular Saturday choir will sing on 2nd and 4th 
weekends and Christina will solo the 1st and 3rd weekends. The youth choir needs more people from 
middle and high school. 

7. Gala – Stacy and Maria 

Stacy spoke about Pastoral Council members possibly joining the Finance Council table. The 
Pastoral Council could contribute to purchase an item for the auction or buy a Sponsorship for 
$250. It was decided to leave it up to individual members to pledge an amount for a Sponsorship. 
The deadline to donate is March 1st. 

Maria reminded us about the “Party for your Parish” event on Thursday, Feb. 25th at the Point of 
Origin store. 20% of all sales between 5 PM and 8 PM will benefit Emmaus. 

8. CHRP Update – Shane 

A minimum of 12 people is needed for the retreat. As of today, 22 women and 5 men are signed up. 
Shane asked each of us to speak to at least one man about CHRP. The women’s CHRP is doing 
great, but more men are needed to participate for the retreat to happen. The office needs to know if 
someone plans to be in the Narthex to represent CHRP; however, one on one conversations produce 
better results. 



9. Ministry Volunteering – Joan 

Joan spoke specifically about the need for Eucharistic Ministers at all Masses. The same people 
have been doing it for years with very few new volunteers. The Ministry Fair produced 5 new 
volunteers, but no one seems to want to commit to a specific Mass. Shane suggested some sort of 
outreach program to request people to be accountable for their positions. There are many “floaters” 
who stop by in the Narthex before Mass to see if they are needed. Perhaps with a master list of 
Eucharistic Ministers we can reach out and ask them to consider signing up for a specific team. 

10. Nominations Committee – Stacy 

Three positions need to be filled. One is for 1 year and two are for 3 year terms. Elections will be 
held in May. At least two people will be needed to work with the office on nominations. Sandra 
offered to work on the committee again this year. Joan and Lidia offered to work with her. We will 
need at least twice as many applicants as open positions. The committee will coordinate with the 
office on everything needed to remain on schedule. 

11. Facility/Parish Updates – Fr. Samuel 

A meeting is scheduled with the sound engineer and still hoping to have the new sound system 
completed by Easter. Still working on lighting. 

12. Pastoral Care Ministries – Sandra/Frank 

Sandra met with Pat Thompson about various ministries. Bright Horizons is going on 4 years and 
there is now a waiting list as well as an advisory board meeting with people about medical issues 
such as dementia. The Care Givers Haven is working with the care givers of those attending Bright 
Horizons. Pat also works with the Diocese on annulments, and she and Richard do Pre Marital 
Counseling. Pat is the Spiritual Director for the Diocese. All of this work is Pastoral Counseling and 
not clinical counseling. 

Call to Friends, a ministry for singles, has 20 people meeting. 

Frank spoke on Adoration. More team captains are needed. Harry has a team working on the teams 
for the present 17 hours. 

13. Action Items Update – Shane 

Shane announced his annual Holy Thursday Party after Mass. Bring a dish to share! 

The next Pastoral Council Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 30, due to the regular date 
falling during Easter week. Joan is unable to attend, and Maria graciously offered to take the 
minutes of that meeting. 

14. The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM with a closing prayer by Fr. Everado. 

 


